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Preventing  Anti- Asian  Violence 


(Kevin  Truong  is  one  of  four  First  Place  Winners 
of  the  Organization  of  Chinese  Americans  1997 
National  Essay  Contest ,  which  is  open  to  all 
Asian-American  students  in  grades  9  to  12. 
Kevin  Truong  recently  graduated  from  Randolph 
Junior-Senior  High  School  in  Randolph,  Mass. 
He  will  attend  Tufts  University  in  the  fall.) 

By  Kevin  Truong 

I  am  a  “Twinkie.”  Soft,  yellow  sponge  cake  on 
the  outside  and  creamy  white  filling  in  the  mid¬ 
dle.  Yes  indeed,  I  am  an  ABC,  an  American- 
born  Chinese.  That  is  a  fact  that  I  must  accept 
and  I  am  truly  grateful.  Through  many  years  of 
education  and  exposure  to  the  Chinese  culture, 
I  learned  to  accept  myself  and  the  inescapable 
legacy;  I  discovered  many  things  about  my  cul¬ 
ture  that  I  learned  to  appreciate. 

Along  with  beauty  and  grace,  my  wonderful 
Asian  heritage  is  accompanied  by  a  harsh  real¬ 
ity.  From  a  worldly  view,  we  can  hardly  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  minority,  but  here  in  America,  we 
cannot  deny  it.  There  are  a  great  many  chal¬ 
lenges  that  we,  as  minorities,  have  to  struggle 
through.  For  instance,  I  feel  that  we  have  to 
work  twice  as  hard  in  society  to  achieve  some¬ 
thing  which  others  take  for  granted.  We  are 
oftentimes  deprived  of  some  of  the  basic  rights 
which  the  “majority”  enjoys.  Many  of  us  are 
also  concerned  with  anti-Asian  violence  and 
hate  crimes  that  have  arisen  in  our  communi¬ 
ties. 

As  an  Asian  American,  I  have  been  subjected 
to  racism  and  discrimination.  I  feel  that  this  is 
a  source  of  problems,  not  just  for  Asians  or 
Hispanics  or  Blacks,  but  for  all  people  who  con¬ 
sider  themselves  human.  It  just  so  happens 
that  we  are  the  minority  and  where  “strength  in 
numbers”  applies,  we  will  be  held  at  a  disad¬ 
vantage. 

Race  is  a  controversial  issue  that  has  caused 
problems  both  today  and  in  the  past.  From 
slavery  and  disenfranchisement  to  the  exclu¬ 
sion  acts  and  relocation  camps,  minorities  have 
truly  suffered.  In  recent  years,  our  government 


has  passed  equal  rights  and  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  legislation  in  the  hope  of  redeeming  itself 
and  ameliorating  past  abuses.  These  programs 
have  contributed  to  progress  but  much  still 
needs  to  be  done.  Trying  to  solve  this  problem 
is  truly  an  ordeal.  What  we  really  have  to  do  is 
communicate  with  each  other,  make  ourselves 
realize  that  we  are  the  same,  set  aside  our 
slight  differences,  and  learn  to  accept  one 
another  for  who  we  are. 

We,  as  human  beings,  fear  what  we  don’t 
know,  and  make  up  false  conjectures  about 
race.  We  like  to  take  the  easy  way  out  by  rely¬ 
ing  on  stereotyping,  which  is  something  that 
we,  as  human  beings,  are  inclined  to  do.  In 
fact,  this  is  one  thing  we  do  well.  We  stereotype 
a  group  because  of  the  way  some  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  look  and  act.  These  are  only  superficial 
observations,  deceiving  images.  When  we  sepa¬ 
rate  that  group  into  individuals  and  get  to  know 
each  one  on  a  personal  level,  barriers  break 
down.  We  discover  big  and  small  feats  which  we 
had  never  known  about  other  people  or  our¬ 
selves.  By  interacting  and  looking  deeper  into 
each  other,  we  erase  negative  stereotyping. 

Stereotyping  and  discrimination  go  hand  in 
hand.  Racism  branches  off  from  discrimination 
and  violence,  and  hate  crimes  are  spawned 
from  racism.  Many  people  categorize  Asians  as 
obedient,  conforming  workhorses  who  possess 
a  superior  work  ethic.  They  also  blame  us  for 
high  levels  of  unemployment  and  for  taking 
jobs  away.  Assigning  us  the  role  of  scapegoat 
is  not  only  irrational,  but  unjust.  They,  after 
all,  are  the  ones  who  did  not  take  advantage  of 
their  opportunities  and  let  their  jobs  slip  away. 
Instead  of  looking  for  someone  to  blame  and 
vent  their  anger  upon,  they  should  change  their 
attitudes,  redress  their  work  habits,  and  strive 
for  excellence  and  success.  What  they  should 
not  do  is  rely  on  violence.  Violence  is  unneces¬ 
sary  and  far  too  costly.  It  will  not  resolve  any 
problems  and  will  only  make  situations  worse. 

As  a  Democrat,  I  feel  that  the  government 
should  play  an  integral  part  in  the  assimilation 


of  people.  But  the  people  should  have  the 
biggest  responsibility.  We  have  to  take  the  ini¬ 
tiative.  By  communicating  with  each  other  and 
collaborating  for  common  goals,  we  will  learn 
more  about  each  other’s  values,  past-times, 
and  culture.  Every  member  of  society,  whether 
minority  or  not,  will  be  treated  with  dignity  and 
respect. 

Our  time  is  now.  We,  as  Asian  Americans, 
should  not  isolate  ourselves  from  other  races 
and  the  mainstream  of  society.  Rather,  we 
should  unite  with  everybody:  Blacks,  Whites 
and  Hispanics,  and  strive  to  create  inclusive 
institutions  and  a  society  in  which  everybody  is 
an  essential  member.  Together,  we  can  weave 
all  the  magnificent  colors  of  the  world  into  one 
vibrant  strand.  Countries  that  were  once 
oceans  apart  are  now  our  next  door  neighbors. 
Since  our  nation  is  the  host  of  so  many  cul¬ 
tures,  our  institutions  should  set  an  example 
by  blending  these  cultures  into  one  universal 
culture  that  is  accepted  by  all.  We  will  put  an 
end  to  violence  and  hate  crimes.  We  will  shat¬ 
ter  the  backbone  of  racism  and  discrimination. 
Let  me  wield  the  hammer. 

I  am  a  ‘Twinkie.”  Golden  shell  on  the  outside, 
purest  opal  on  the  inside. 

LAST  WORDS 

I  believe  that  this  topic  is  very  meaningful 
indeed.  However,  I  do  not  believe  that  one  per¬ 
son  can  ever  truly  express  the  vision  and  spirit 
of  our  proud  Asian  heritage  or  put  an  end  to 
bigotry  and  violence.  I  do  believe  that  each 
voice  should  be  heard  and  that  every  voice  will 
strengthen  “our  volume,  our  spirit,  and  our 
cause.” 

This  essay  is  just  an  expression  of  my  own 
feelings  and  conjectures.  It  does  not  represent 
the  thoughts  and  ideas  of  all  Asian  Americans, 
nor  do  I  want  it  to. 

Each  person  should  be  looked  at  as  an  indi¬ 
vidual  whose  ideasare  valuable. 


Laid-Off  Woolworth's  Workers  Fight  Back 


Woolworth  Corporation  recently  laid  off  over  40  full-time  workers  in 
stores  throughout  the  Boston  area,  replacing  them  with  part-timers  who 
make  minimum  wage  and  receive  no  benefits.  A  multiracial  group  of  laid- 
off  workers,  supported  by  the  Chinese  Progressive  Association  (CPA) 
Workers  Center  and  the  campaign  on  Contingent  Work,  is  organizing  to 
demand  rehiring  or  job  training.  The  group  held  a  picket  of  over  60  sup¬ 
porters  in  front  of  the  downtown  Woolworth’s  store  on  June  24.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  an  article  written  by  one  of  the  laid-off  Woolworth  workers. 

By  Susan  Eagan 

Between  March  26  and  March  31,  the  downtown  Boston  Woolworth 
store  laid  off  over  30  full-time  workers  without  notice.  We  were 
replaced  by  part-time  employees. 

The  brother-in-law  of  one  laid-off  employee,  Susan  Chan,  was  a 
member  of  the  Chinese  Progressive  Association  (CPA) ,  and  he  asked 
them  to  help  her.  It  was  difficult  to  reach  other  laid-off  employees. 

Lydia  Lowe  (the  Workers  Center  Coordinator  at  CPA)  came  up  with  the 
idea  to  post  signs  on  and  around  the  downtown  Woolworth  building, 
asking  laid-off  employees  to  contact  her.  This  worked,  and  we  got  a 
small  group  together.  By  word  of  mouth,  our  group  came  together  and 
now  numbers  1 6.  As  we  become  better  known,  we  expect  to  attract 
more  people.  Lydia  also  got  the  Campaign  on  Contingent  Work  to  help 
us. 

When  we  first  met  we  discussed  what  we  wanted  to  obtain  and  came 
up  with  the  following:  1)  Rehiring  at  the  same  or  better  salary  at  the 
store  or  one  of  its  subsidiaries,  2)  Vacation  pay  owed,  3)  Job  training, 

4)  A  meeting  with  the  powers-that-be,  5)  Continuation  of  health  insur¬ 
ance  benefits,  and  6)  An  apology  and  a  promise  not  to  do  this  to  oth¬ 


ers. 

We  also  decided  to  take  action  to  bring  our  plight  to  the  attention  of 
others.  We  have  handed  out  leaflets  at  the  Boston,  Cambridge,  and 
East  Boston  stores.  We  sent  letters  to  the  Woolworth  CEO  in  New  York. 
We  have  met  with  Senator  Stephen  Lynch,  who  represents  South 
Boston,  Chinatown,  and  downtown,  to  explain  our  actions  and  to  enlist 
his  aid  in  setting  up  a  meeting  with  the  store  management.  CPA  and 
the  Campaign  on  Contingent  Work  also  arranged  for  us  to  meet  with 
several  reporters  to  publicize  our  cause. 

On  Tuesday,  June  24,  between  noon  and  1  P.M.,  we  picketed  the 
downtown  store  and  asked  customers  not  to  shop  there  during  that 
hour.  We  had  the  support  of  many  other  groups  and  unions  at  this 
actions,  and  the  event  was  covered  by  the  Boston  Globe. 

As  our  group  grew  from  six  to  18  people,  it  became  obvious  that  we 
were  all  older  workers.  We  are  all  over  40  years  of  age.  Our  part-time 
replacements  were  much  younger.  We  are  now  investigating  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  a  class-action  age  discrimination  lawsuit.  The  lawyers  we’ve 
talked  to  feel  we  have  a  very  good  case.  We  hope  that  what  we  are 
doing  will  further  publicize  the  present  practice  of  laying  off  full-time 
employees  and  replacing  them  with  part-timers,  a  practice  being  driven 
not  by  need  but  by  greed.  We  hope  to  help  stop  this  trend. 

The  Chinese  Progressive  Association  has  brought  together  a  diverse 
group  to  solve  a  common  problem.  We  range  in  age  from  40  to  63.  We 
are  mostly  female,  although  we  do  have  some  male  workers.  We  are  all 
races  and  nationalities:  Chinese,  Spanish,  African  American,  White, 
Irish,  Italian,  etc. 

Alone  we  could  do  nothing.  Together  we  will  succeed!  The  Chinese 
Progressive  Association  has  made  it  possible. 


Asian  Immigrant  Rights  Initiative  Launched 

The  Harry  H.  Dow  Memorial  Legal  Assistance 
Fund  is  launching  the  Asian  Immigrant  Rights 
Initiative.  The  Initiative  is  an  emergency  project 
aimed  at  assisting  immigrants  that  are  affected  by 
the  new  immigration  and  welfare  legislation. 

The  Asian  Immigrant  Rights  Initiative  will  be  vis¬ 
iting  various  immigrant  communities  to  provide 
bilingual  informational  workshops  and  legal  clinics 


to  immigrants  who  are  affected  by  federal  welfare 
reform. The  legal  clinics  will  provide  immigrants 
with  individual  consultations  and  advice  on 
whether  and  when  their  benefits  will  be  terminated 
and  what  options  they  may  have.  The  initiative  will 
also  conduct  legislative  advocacy  to  shape  policies 
and  budgetary  appropriations  in  regard  to  immi¬ 
grants.  There  will  be  a  workshop  on  Monday  July 
21  from  6  to  8  P.M.  at  the  Josiah  Quincy  School 


cafeteria,  followed  by  a  legal  clinic  on  July  23  from 
6  to  8  P.M.  at  the  same  location.  There  will  also  be 
a  workshop  at  Malden  High  School  on  July' 28  from 
6  to  8  P.M.,  followed  by  a  legal  clinic  on  July  30 
from  6  to  8  P.M. 

August  Moon  Festival  in  Quincy:  Aug.  3,  12 
noon  to  4  P.M.  at  North  Quincy  High  School. 

Family  entertainment  for  all  age  groups,  including  a 
performance  by  singer/ songwriter  Kevin  So. 
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TRADITIONS 


A  Burmese  Water  Festival 


By  Fred  Chin 


Burmese  dancers  in  folk  and  classical  costumes  at  the  1996  Burmese 
Water  Festival  in  Boston. 


The  New  Year  celebration  in 
Myanmar  (formerly  known  as  Burma 
under  British  colonial  rule)  is  the  most 
joyous  and  festive  occasion  of  the  year. 

Before  the  totalitarian  rule  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  militaiy  regime,  people  from 
around  the  world  flocked  to  this  coun¬ 
try  during  the  month  of  April  to  help 
celebrate  a  unique  form  of  New  Year 
festivities. 

As  in  other  Southeast  Asian  coun¬ 
tries,  Myanmar’s  astro  logically  calcu 
lated  New  Year  falls  annually  on  April 
16th.  Countrywide  festivities,  called 
Thin-Gyan  in  the  Burmese  language, 
last  from  April  13th  to  the  15th.  For 
three  days  the  traditional  ritual  is  to 
sprinkle,  splash,  spray,  or  simply  pour 
water  by  the  buckets  on  family, 
friends,  and  neighbors.  Yes,  Burmese 
New  Year  means  soaking  everyone  in 
sight  with  lots  of  water!  The  tradition 
requires  that  everyone  in  public  stay 
wet.  Indoor  is  where  one  stays  if  one  does  not 
wish  to  get  wet.  Outdoors,  people  must  stay 
drenched  in  the  goodwill  of  New  Year  water 
bestowals. 

To  celebrate,  barrel  after  barrel  of  water  is 
placed  along  sidewalks  for  people  to  use  on 
each  other.  Playful  households  hook  up  garden 
hoses  to  have  far  reaching  sprays  and  to  induce 
tickles  on  passersby.  Neighborhoods  with  per¬ 
mits  from  local  fire  departments  hook  up  near¬ 
by  hydrants  with  fire  hoses  to  blanket  water  on 
passmg  vehicles  and  people.  Fun-loving  fami¬ 
lies  load  water  barrels  onto  jeeps,  pickups,  and 
trucks  to  drive  to  neighborhoods  well  known  for 
their  enthusiastic  water-play  methods.  In  the 
countryside,  along  ponds  and  lakes,  folks  enjoy 
conventional  water  games  to  soak  each  other.  It 
is  all  done  in  the  name  of  fun  and  the  symbol¬ 
ic  renewal  of  New  Year  cleansing.  And  of 
course,  to  hang  around  in  dripping  wet  clothes 
during  mid-April  equatorial  summer  heat  is 
indeed  a  feeling  very  pleasant! 

The  Festivities 

A  variety  of  visual  and  performing  arts  sur¬ 
round  the  rituals  of  the  water  festival.  Colorful 
floats  loaded  with  members  of  social  groups 
and  businesses  tour  city  streets  adding  visual 
delights  to  a  festive  cityscape.  From  atop  these 
large  floats,  fashion  models,  musicians,  clowns, 
dancers,  and  singers  provide  entertainment. 
Elaborately  designed  floats  and  their  passen¬ 
gers  are  not  sprayed  until  the  last  day.  Labeled 
with  catchy  names,  a  fleet  of  small  but  cre¬ 
atively  designed  floats  are  the  most  popular  of 
the  decorated  vehicles.  They  crisscross  the  city 
carrying  fully  drenched  youthful  members  from 
local  fraternities  or  sororities  to  engage  people 
in  verbal  and  water  battles.  Gongs,  clappers, 
and  cymbals  punctuate  their  chants  of  fiery 
social  sentiments  and  political  messages. 
Social  vanguards  and  government  authorities 
watch  these  floats  with  care  to  detect  signs  of 
social  change  in  the  chants  of  their  passen¬ 
gers.  But  during  the  festival,  if  their  messages 
are  not  welcomed,  crowds  gang  up  and  thor¬ 
oughly  douse  the  messengers.  First-aid  crews 
keep  watch  here  as  well.  Wherever  the  floats 
stop  to  perform  satirical  comedies  and  risque 
burlesque,  they  generally  leave  boisterous  trails 
of  communal  jubilation  and  thoughtful  spirit, 
despite  differences  in  communities. 

All  around  town,  ornate  pavilions  built  by 
community  groups  designate  stops  where  tour¬ 
ing  vehicles  have  talent  shows  and  spirited 
water  fights.  At  these  intersections  people  in 
cars  exchange  water  play  with  pedestrians. 
Here,  travelers  stop  to  rest,  partake  of  refresh¬ 
ments,  or  enjoy  performances  provided  by  the 
floats  or  by  local  residents.  With  communities 
competing  to  outdo  each  other,  the  social 
atmosphere  is  highly  charged  all  over.  Thin- 
Gyan  is  also  an  acceptable  time  for  young 


ladies  to  boldly  show  off  feminine  curves  under 
wet  clothes.  With  wet  sarongs  clinging  to  their 
skin  and  waterguns  or  buckets  in  their  hands, 
happy  young  men  roam  city  streets  to  nominate 
and  further  soak  their  favorite  wet  maiden. 
Across  the  land,  many  a  love  affair  blossoms 
from  the  exchange  of  ritual  cups  of  New  Year 
water. 

A  Religious  Holiday 

The  Myanmar  New  Year  is  also  a  religious 
holiday.  People  who  wish  for  a  dry,  quiet,  or 
meditative  time  will  head  out  at  dawn  for  their 
local  monastery  or  favorite  pagoda.  Early 
departures  help  to  avoid  crowds  of  water 
splashers.  Incidentally,  monks,  nuns,  and 
elders  axe  always  spared  a  soaking,  and  water 
play  is  prohibited  inside  pagodas  and  monas¬ 
teries. 

Within  these  sanctuaries,  various  forms  of 
prayer  meetings,  scriptural  studies,  families 
cooking  and  eating  together,  or  traditional  flo¬ 
ater  keep  visitors  busy  and  happy.  Ritual 
observations  such  as  releasing  fish  and 
pigeons,  freeing  bullocks  and  cows  from  labor, 
and  giving  thanks  to  elders  are  performed  cere¬ 
moniously.  After  dusk,  when  water  splashing 
must  stop,  people  return  home  or  spend  the 
night  under  outdoor  pavilions.  During  the 
night,  these  religious  centers  hold  village  fairs 
complete  with  Ferris  wheels,  carousels,  vaude¬ 
ville  theater,  peanuts,  roasted  corns,  and  cot¬ 
ton  candies  for  children  of  all  ages.  Under  the 
pavilions  of  meditative  calm,  intense  romance 
occurs  as  well.  Many  Myanmars  believe  that 
devotees  in  religious  environments  make  excep¬ 
tionally  desirable  mates.  A  Thin-Gyan  atmos¬ 
phere  permits  many  gentle  men  and  women 
within  the  compounds  to  flirt  and  court  each 
other  for  a  ride  later  on  the  Ferris  wheel. 

In  Boston 

On  Saturday  July  19,  1997,  from  11  A.M.  to 
5  P.M.,  New  England’s  Myanmar  expatriates 
will  hold  Boston’s  second  annual  “Burmese 
Water  Festival.”  The  Unitarian  Universalist 
First  Parish  Church  on  382  Walnut  St.  near  the 
Brookline  reservoir  has  kindly  allowed  for  free 
use  of  the  premises  to  hold  this  public  event.  A 
buffet  lunch  will  be  served  from  11  A.M.  to  1 
P.M.;  classical  entertainment  is  at  1  P.M.;  and 
water  play  will  start  at  3  P.M. 

In  Boston,  the  celebration  has  been  moved 
from  April  -  when  cold  weather  prevails  -  to 
July,  when  warmer  summer  temperatures 
allow  for  a  Burmese  Water  Festival  with  gen¬ 
uine  water  play.  And  for  the  lucky  folks  who 
traveled  in  April  to  California,  Texas, 
Washington,  DC,  or  Myanmar  for  Thin-Gyan, 
the  Boston  event  now  allows  for  a  second  cele¬ 
bration. 

This  potluck  event  will  feature  an  extensive 
menu  of  homemade  Burmese  food  prepared 
by  local  families  from  Myanmar.  Entertainment 
steeped  in  the  tradition  of  classical  theater  will 


be  staged  by  talents  who  have  not  for¬ 
gotten  the  intricate  beauty  of  the 
Myanmar  performing  arts.  Attire  is 
causal,  but  aingyi  and  longyi  tradi¬ 
tions  are  encouraged.  American 
lifestyles  require  water  play  to  be  vol¬ 
untary  on  this  day.  If  getting  wet  is  a 
desire,  an  extra  change  of  clothing 
becomes  a  local  custom  to  ensure  a 
diy  trip  home. 

Cultural  Splendor 
To  be  free  from  illusory  desire  for 
earthly  trappings  is  a  highly  prized 
cultural  value  for  Mayanmars.  It  is 
based  on  the  fundamental  teachings  of 
Gautama  -revered  Lord  Teacher  of  the 
Theravada  Buddhist  Sect. 
(Theravadins  address  Gautama  hon- 
orifically  as  Buddha,  which  in  the 
Sanskrit  or  Pali  languages  means  one 
who  has  attained  enlightenment.)  And 
because  the  national  religion  provides 
for  a  social  culture  that  revolves 
around  organized  assemblies,  collectively  cele¬ 
brating  the  joy  of  simple  social  pleasures  at  cul¬ 
tural  festivals  in  Myanmar  is  highly  cherished. 

When  nostalgia  for  homeland  overwhelms 
Myanmars  in  the  United  States,  it  is  invariably 
accompanied  by  a  yearning  for  the  unfettered 
communal  spirit  unleashed  at  social  gatherings 
such  as  Thin  Gyan  The  success  of  last  year’s 
first  celebration  of  Boston’s  Burmese  Water 
Festival  showed  that  regardless  of  different 
points  of  origin  in  Burma,  pride  and  joy  in 
Myanmar’s  tradition  unites  everyone  to  cele¬ 
brate  and  laugh  together  ( Yi-da-por !). 

With  great  pleasure,  a  maturing  Boston 
Myanmar  community  gears  up  for  a  festive  cul¬ 
tural  event  long  deprived  locally  because  of  a 
sense  of  displacement  following  an  involuntary 
migration. 

Since  water  cleanses,  this  year’s  splashes  of 
ritual  water  are  expected  to  cool  the  mind  and 
heal  the  spirit.  As  a  vital  living  element,  water 
is  culturally  believed  to  represent  unity  and 
eternal  life.  At  the  conclusion  of  all  Myanmar 
religious  ceremonies,  water  droplets  are  poured 
onto  a  plate  to  remind  the  assembly  that  col¬ 
lected  drops  of  water  produce  the  depth  and 
strength  of  an  ocean.  There  is  also  the  belief 
that  all  those  present  during  a  water- dropping 
ceremony  will  meet  again  and  again  in  every 
samsara  reincarnation  until  ultimate  release  is 
reached  in  the  ecstasy  of  nibbana  (Sanskrit  - 
nirvana). 

Composed  by  a  popular  community  building 
monarch  of  the  Pa- Gan  dynasty  that  unified 
the  country,  the  12th  century  poem  here 
poignantly  captures  the  Myanmar  spirit  of  com¬ 
munal  harmony: 

By  this  my  gift,  whatever  boon  I  seek. 

It  is  the  best  of  boons  to  profit  all; 

By  this  abundant  merit  I  desire 
Here  or  hereafter  no  angelic  pomp 
Of  Brahmas,  Suras,  Maras;  nor  the  state 
And  splendors  of  a  monarch;  nay,  not  even 
To  be  the  pupil  of  a  conqueror. 

But  I  would  build  a  causeway  sheer  athwart 
The  river  of  Samsara,  and  all  folk 
Would  speed  across  thereby  until  they  reach 
The  Blessed  City.  I  myself  would  cross. 

And  drag  the  drowning  over.  Aye,  myself 
Tamed,  I  would  tame  the  willful;  comforted, 
Comfort  the  timid;  wakened,  wake  the  asleep; 
Cool,  cool  the  burning;  freed,  set  free  the 
bound. 

King  Alaungsithu 
(1112-1167) 

(Fred  Chin  is  a  native  of  Yangon,  Myanmar  and 
a  member  of  the  Water  Festival  steering  commit¬ 
tee.  He  is  the  present  director  of  Social  Support 
Services,  a  cross-cultural  communications 
agency  in  Chinatown  Boston.) 
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ZOAR:  Asian  American  Awareness  and 
Empowerment:  July  31,  Aug.  1,  and  Aug.  2,  at 
7:30  P.M.;  Aug.  3  at  2:30  P.M.;  at  the  Chinese 
Culture  Institute,  276  Tremont  St.,  Boston.  A  one- 
woman  show  by  Chia-Ti  Chiu..  Tickets,  which  are 


$5,  can  be  purchased  at  the  door  before  each  show 
For  information  call  859-1447. 

Boy  Luck  Club:  Series  for  Gay/ Bisexual  Asian 
Pacific  Men:  July  20,  7:30-9:30  P.M.,  Soiree,  food, 
fun,  free!  Aug.  23,  10  A.M.-l  1  P.M.,  Trip  to 


Provincetown,  includes  free  transportation  and 


Vendors  and  information  tables  will  also  be  avail¬ 
able.  For  information  cadi  Job  Chan  at  472-6027. 
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New  Franklin  President 
Seeks  Local  Focus 

Interview 

Dr.  Richard  Fields 

Dr.  Richard  Fields,  the  new  president  of  the  Franklin  Institute  of 
Boston,  has  only  been  on  the  job  for  a  few  days,  but  he  is  already  look¬ 
ing  at  student  statistics.  Sitting  in  his  office  at  the  school,  he  notices 
that  the  number  of  Asian  students  at  the  college  has  been  on  the 
decline  in  recent  years  and  wonders  why.  “I  have  to  look  at  that,”  says 
Fields,  who  believes  an  important  goal  of  the  school  is  to  serve  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  city.  “We’re  going  to  be  more  responsive  to  the  community,” 
he  says  to  describe  the  way  he  plans  to  operate  the  school. 

From  the  late  1980s  to  1993,  Fields  served  as  the  Institute’s  dean 
and  was  successful  in  developing  college  preparatory  programs  to  help 
students  from  the  Boston  Public  Schools  prepare  for  careers  in  engi¬ 
neering  and  other  technical  fields.  He  had  also  worked  with  the 
Chinese  community  to  develop  an  English  as  a  second  language  pro¬ 
gram.  Fields,  who  this  past  school  year  served  as  headmaster  of 
Madison  Park  High  School,  was  recently  selected  by  Franklin’s  board  of 
trustees  to  succeed  Richard  P.  D’Onofrio  as  president. 

From  his  office  window  at  Franklin  Institute,  Fielcte  has  a  view  of  the 
South  End,  Castle  Square,  and  the  edge  of  Chinatown.  He  suggests  it’s 
people  like  those  living  in  the  neighborhoods  visible  from  his  office  win¬ 
dow  that  he  wants  to  attract  to  the  school.  Located  in  a  multicultural 
urban  neighborhood,  the  college  is  strategically  positioned  to  help  stu¬ 
dents  with  uneven  high  school  records  or  limited  English  enter  careers 
in  engineering,  computer  science,  and  automobile  technology,  says 
Fields. 

He  notes  that  dedicated  students  can  jump  from  Franklin  to  more 
prestigious  institutions.  About  30  percent  of  Franklin  graduates  go  on 
to  four-year  schools  that  include  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute, 
University  of  Massachusetts,  and  Northeastern  University. 


“I  also  do  see  us  providing  a  transitional  opportunity  for  those  stu¬ 
dents  who  want  to  gain  access  to  the  more  prestigious  schools  but  may 
not  initially  qualify  for  entry,”  he  says. 

An  After-School  Program 

In  the  past,  the  Institute  also  had  an  after-school  program  for  Boston 
Public  Schools  students  and  Fields  plans  to  reinstitute  a  similar  pro¬ 
gram.  Since  many  students  attending  Franklin  receive  their  high 
school  education  in  the  Boston  Public  Schools,  Fields  points  out  that 
there  is  a  “direct  relationship  between  Boston  Public  School  success 
and  our  success.” 

“We  see  the  Franklin  Preparatory  Program  as  a  key  to  this,”  says 
Fields,  who  adds  that  new  learning  standards  in  the  Boston  Public 
Schools  and  eventual  exam  requirements  in  all  subject  areas  will  make 
high  school  more  demanding  and  suggest  a  growing  need  for  effective 
after-school  programs. 

Attracting  More  Asians 

In  addition  to  placing  emphasis  on  serving  the  needs  of  graduates  of 
the  Boston  Public  Schools,  Fields  says  he  is  also  interested  in  working 
closely  with  the  Asian  community  to  attract  more  students  to  Franklin 
Institute,  which  offers  two-  and  three-year  associate’s  degree  programs. 

For  students  who  need  help  with  their  English,  the  school  has  an 
Extended  Degree  Program  with  an  ESL  component.  Fields  notes  that 
the  precursor  to  the  school’s  current  ESL  program  was  one  developed 
in  1987  in  conjunction  with  the  Asian  American  Civic  Association  for 
students  interested  in  attending  Franklin  but  needed  first  to  improve 
their  language  skills. 

And  while  many  Asian  students  graduating  from  ESL  and  training 
programs  have  been  attending  Bunker  Hill  Community  College  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  education,  Fields  notes  that  Franklin  can  serve  the  same 
purpose  for  students  interested  in  technical  careers.  He  points  out  that 
many  of  the  high er-paying  jobs  in  the  coming  century  will  be  found  in 
technical  fields. 

Fields  says  that  21  percent  of  the  student  body  this  past  year  was 
Asian.  And  while  most  of  them  were  Vietnamese  and  graduates  of 
Boston  public  schools,  Chinese  students  also  made  up  a  percentage  of 
the  Asian  group.  In  his  first  week  on  the  job.  Fields  found  that  the 
population  of  Asian  students  at  the  Institute  had  declined  since  he  had 
left  the  school  in  1993.  From  1991  to  1993  -  a  period  in  which  Fields 
was  Dean  -  the  Asian  population  at  Franklin  was  steadily  rising.  It 
peaked  in  1993  -  the  last  year  he  served  as  dean  -  at  28.8  percent  - 
and  gradually  declined  to  last  year’s  2 1  percent.  “I’m  certainly  interest¬ 
ed  in  making  sure  we  don’t  slip  any  further,”  he  says,  adding,  ‘1  sus¬ 
pect  something  is  going  on  here.” 

In  addition  to  local  Asian  students,  Fields  is  also  interested  in 
attracting  students  from  abroad  whose  TOEFL  (English  language) 
scores  may  not  be  high  enough  to  qualify  for  more  prestigious  local 
colleges  and  universities.  Such  students  could  perhaps  attend  Franklin 
for  a  year  before  transferring  to  other,  larger  universities.  Such  an 
arrangement  would  help  Franklin  financially  as  well  as  meet  the  needs 
of  foreign  students  eager  to  study  in  the  US.  Fields  says  he  currently 
has  a  member  of  the  Franklin  staff  actively  trying  to  attract  more 
Taiwanese  students  to  the  school. 

Franklin  Institute  was  founded  in  1908  with  money  willed  to  the  city 
by  founding  father  Benjamin  Franklin  and  with  a  matching  grant  from 
industrialist  Andrew  Carnegie.  The  Franklin  money  was  meant  to  sup¬ 
port  apprentices  in  the  printing  trade  and  was  not  to  be  used  until  100 
years  after  his  death. 

Fields,  who  has  a  Ph.D.  in  administration  planning  and  social  policy 
from  Harvard  University,  was  also  the  founder  of  the  Boston  Technical 
Center.  In  approaching  his  new  position,  Fields  emphasizes  that  the 
school  must  create  its  own  niche  in  the  Boston  educational  market¬ 
place. 
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Salem 

Modernized 
Section  8  Apts. 

117  Lafayette  Street 

Studio  Apts.  Nicely  modernized  units  available  this  Spring/Summer. 
Inc.  Heat,  HW  &  Electric.  Professional  Management/  Maintenance. 
Homeless  and  at  Risk  persons  with  service  needs  encouraged  to  apply. 
Call  now  for  more  info.  Handicap  Accessible. 

(508)  741-4470 
Equal  Housing  Opportunity 


COBBLE  HILL  APARTMENTS 
84  Washington  Street 
Sommerville,  MA  02143 

Located  in  Somerville,  Cobble  Hill  Apartments  offer  one  and  two 
bedroom  apartments  primarily  for  elderly  and  handicapped  persons. 
There  are  also  a  limited  number  of  two  bedroom  family  units. 

All  units  are  assisted  by  the  HUD  Section  8  Program  and  are 
available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis.  Rents  are  based  on  income. 

Please  request  applications  in  writing  at  the  above  address.  Owned 
and  professionally  managed  by  Corcoran,  Mullins,  Jennison,  Inc. 
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Salem  Heights  Apartments 

12  Pope  Street 
Salem,  MA  01970 

Located  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  Salem  Heights  Apartments  offer 
one  and  two  bedroom  apartments  for  moderate  and  low  income 
families.  Apartments  available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis. 

Applications  are  available  by  writing  to  the  above  address. 

Owned  and  professionally  managed  by  Corcoran,  Mullins, 
Jennison,  Inc. 

Equal  Opportunity  Housing 
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COVER  STORY 


Reported  Incidents  of  Hate  Crime  Stabilize 


But  Observers  Say  Many  Incidents  Go  Unreported 


Although  the  number  of  reported  hate 
crimes  against  Asian  Americans  appears  to  be 
on  the  decline,  members  of  the  Asian  commu¬ 
nity  who  are  familiar  with  the  issue  believe  the 
problem  is  still  serious  and  that  many  inci¬ 
dents  of  harassment  of  Asians  continue  to  go 
unreported. 

The  issue  of  hate  crime  -  crimes  in  which 
people  are  assaulted  or  harassed  because  of 
their  race,  ethnicity,  or  sexual  orientation  - 
will  be  a  key  component  of  President  Clinton’s 
recently  inaugurated  dialogue  on  race.  The 
issue  was  also  explored  in  a  recent  report 
published  by  the  Massachusetts  Asian 
American  Commission  and  the  Massachusetts 
Office  for  Refugees  and  Immigrants  titled 
“Hate  Crimes  and  the  Glass  Ceiling.”  (The 
glass  ceiling  report  was  the  subject  of  an  earli¬ 
er  Sampan  story\) 

The  Report 

According  to  the  report,  of  the  2002  offenses 
recorded  in  the  1990  to  1993  Massachusetts 
Hate  Crime  Reports,  Asian  Americans  were 
consistently  “over-represented,  with  14  per¬ 
cent  in  1990,  12.8  percent  in  1991,  16.7  per¬ 
cent  in  1992,  and  9.1  percent  in  1993.  ‘These 
percentages  were  over  three  to  six  times  that 
of  Asians’  share  of  the  Massachusetts  popula¬ 
tion  (2.4  percent),”  the  report  states. 

The  report  also  argues  that  many  hate 
crimes  against  Asians  go  unreported  and  that 
statistics  are  not  properly  collected.  “While 
hate  crime  figures  generally  tend  to  be  under¬ 
reported,  the  under-count  of  Asian  American 
victims  is  more  serious,”  states  the  report. 
‘There  has  been  a  wide  discrepancy  between 
the  official  figures  and  the  community’s  per¬ 
ception.” 

The  report  notes  that  hate  crimes  are  usual¬ 
ly  committed  by  relatively  young  people, 
though  “half  of  the  perpetrators  are  aged  19  or 
over”  and  “no  longer  go  to  school.” 

The  report  urges  the  governor  and  other  pol¬ 
icy  makers  to  balance  the  current  law-enforce¬ 
ment  approach  to  the  problem  with  a  more 
community-based  one  that  emphasizes  pre¬ 
vention.  “While  the  law  enforcement  task  force 
is  well  equipped  to  deal  with  organized  hate 
groups,  98.5  percent  of  the  hate  crimes  are 
committed  by  unorganized  perpetrators,” 
according  to  the  report.  Preventing  activities 
by  such  perpetrators  is  best  addressed  by  pro¬ 
grams  and  education  within  communities,  it 
suggests.  Currently,  however,  “public  educa¬ 
tion  campaigns  are  sporadic  and  confined 
mainly  to  schools.” 

Although  hate  crime  prosecution  is  often 
effective  in  Massachusetts,  only  a  limited 
number  of  such  crimes  are  prosecuted  by  the 
courts.  Massachusetts  is  among  the  more 
advanced  states  in  establishing  extensive 
laws,  procedures,  and  programs  to  fight  hate 
crime,  but  these  measures  are  often  underuti¬ 
lized.  ‘The  arrest  rate  is  low,  and  often  only 
stronger  cases  are  prosecuted,”  the  report 


notes.  “Legal  means  are  available  but  under¬ 
utilized.” 

What  Causes  Hate  Crime? 

The  report  suggests  that  a  number  of  factors 
may  lead  to  hate  crimes  against  Asians.  “A 
'visible’  Asian  population  in  town  is  a  pre-con¬ 
dition  for  anti- Asian  hate  crime  to  occur,” 
according  to  the  report,  as  well  as  a  minority 
population  moving  into  a  neighborhood  as 
whites  are  moving  out.  Also  a  factor  is  a 
neighborhood  with  a  past  history  of  hate 
crime. 

Other  factors  include  a  town  or  city’s  poverty 
rate  and  the  proportion  of  youth  in  an  area’s 
population.  ‘The  larger  the  proportion  of  the 
youth  population  and  the  higher  the  poverty 
rate  in  a  municipality,  the  more  likely  anti- 
Asian  hate  crimes  will  occur,”  according  to  the 
report. 

The  report  cites  10  “Level  1 -Alert”  municipal¬ 
ities  in  the  state  in  which  the  above  factors 
come  into  play  to  a  high  degree.  They  are 
Boston,  Springfield,  Cambridge,  Somerville, 
Lowell,  Worcester,  Fitchburg,  Amherst,  Fall 
River,  and  Lawrence.  “These  cities  score  high 
or  veiy  high  in  almost  all  aspects,”  the  report 
notes. 

Level  2 -Alert  Communities  include  Quincy, 
Malden,  Randolph,  Lexington,  and  Wellesley, 
among  others. 

Conditions  Today 

Diem  Nguyen,  coordinator  for  Safety  Net,  a 
program  of  the  Asian  American  Resource 
Workshop  to  address  the  issue  of  hate  crime 
against  Asians,  believes  that  hate  crime  inci¬ 
dents  continue  to  occur,  though  their  charac¬ 
ter  has  changed  in  recent  years.  While  hate 
crime  incidents  tended  to  be  more  violent  in 
the  1980s,  she  argues,  today  they  appear  to 
be  “less  blatant”  and  often  involve  young  peo¬ 
ple  in  schools.  There  are  also  more  incidents 
that  are  not  easily  proven  to  be  hate  crimes 
and  many  cases  that  go  unreported,  she  says. 

Recent  incidents  brought  to  her  attention 
include  one  in  which  members  of  an  Asian 
family  living  in  an  East  Boston  housing  pro¬ 
ject  were  harassed  by  other  residents,  and 
another  in  which  an  Asian  youth  said  he  had 
been  beaten  without  provocation  while  walk¬ 
ing  down  a  street  in  Allston.  A  teacher  at  the 
Asian  American  Civic  Association  said  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  East  Boston  housing  project  had 
thrown  stones  at  the  Asian  woman  and  her 
daughter,  but  the  woman  was  reluctant  to 
report  it. 

Nguyen  says  high  school  students  have  also 
been  harassed.  She  recalls  one  student  who 
said  she  had  been  harassed  by  other  students 
while  walking  down  the  corridor  of  her  school. 
The  girl  said  the  students  spit  on  her,  pulled 
her  hair,  and  pushed  her  against  the  lockers. 
She  went  to  school  authorities  to  complain  but 
they  apparently  did  little  to  solve  her  problem. 
Sometimes,  she  says,  “it’s  very  hard  for  them 
(school  authorities)  to  admit  there’s  a  race 
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problem  in  the  schools,”  says  Nguyen. 

Nguyen  attributes  many  of  the  problems 
Asians  face  to  stereotypes,  misconceptions, 
and  a  general  lack  of  knowledge  of  Asians  and 
their  culture.  Asians  are  sometimes  perceived 
as  being  rich  or  smart  in  school,  and  this 
breeds  resentment.  Further  complicating  the 
issue  is  the  anti- immigrant  sentiment  of 
recent  years  that  often  targets  Asians. 

Like  others  concerned  about  hate  crime, 
Nguyen  believes  the  solution  to  the  problem  is 
education.  Safety  Net,  for  example,  has  gone 
into  some  area  high  schools  to  discuss  the 
issue  with  students. 

According  to  Nguyen,  recent  statistics  show 
that  the  number  of  hate  crime  incidents 
affecting  all  groups  nationwide  was  458,  up  37 
percent  over  the  previous  year. 

Lauren  Levin,  eastern  states  civil  rights 
director  of  the  Anti- Defamation  League  (ADL), 
says  the  ADL  “is  very  concerned  about  hate 
crimes  against  Asian  Americans”  and  the  lan¬ 
guage  and  cultural  barriers  that  often  prevent 
Asians  from  reporting  such  incidents  to  the 
authorities. 

She  says  the  ADL  has  supported  joining 
forces  with  other  groups  to  fight  hate  crime 
through  its  National  Voices  Coalition.  She  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  issue  will  also  be  brought  to 
national  attention  and  perhaps  lead  to  an 
increase  in  resources  to  fight  hate  crime 
through  President  Clinton’s  national  confer¬ 
ence  on  hate  crime  planned  for  Nov.  9  and  his 
ongoing  dialogue  on  race. 

Levin  says  there  has  been  a  25  percent 
increase  in  the  number  of  anti-Semitic  inci¬ 
dents  in  Massachusetts  in  1996.  ‘There  were 
106  anti-Semitic  incidents  involving  vandalism 
and  harassment  against  Jews  and  Jewish 
institutions,”  she  says. 

Statistics  Tell  Only  Part  of  the  Story 
Andrew  Leong,  associate  professor  of  law  at 
UMass  Boston,  notes  that  while  a  recent 
report  by  the  National  Asian  Pacific  American 
Legal  Consortium  shows  that  hate  crimes 
against  Asians  have  decreased,  he  believes 
those  statistics  tell  only  part  of  the  story.  “It  is 
not  getting  better,”  he  says.  “These  statistics 
only  reflect  the  cases  that  are  reported.”  A 
more  accurate  understanding  of  what  is  going 
on  in  communities  can  be  found  by  listening 
to  the  experiences  of  youths  and  others  in 
schools  and  neighborhoods.  “It  ranges  from 
vandalism  to  verbal  assaults  to  major  physical 
confrontations,”  says  Leong,  who  believes  that 
much  hate  crime  against  Asians  is  rooted  in 
jealousy  of  their  attainments  and  a  lack  of 
understanding. 

He  believes  the  number  of  anti-Semitic  and 
anti-gay  hate  crimes  are  rising  because  people 
within  those  communities  are  fighting  back  by 
reporting  them  to  the  police.  He  believes  the 
same  reporting  of  incidents  is  not  occurring 
within  the  Asian  community,  which  is  made 
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within  the  Asian  community,  which  is  made 
up  of  diverse  ethnic  groups  who  speak  many 
different  languages. 

The  harassment  of  Asians  appears  to  be  a 
more  pervasive  problem  in  the  high  schools. 
And  while  the  major  source  of  harassment  of 
Asians  in  the  past  appeared  to  be  white  stu¬ 
dents,  a  larger  percentage  of  it  now  appears 
to  be  coming  from  Hispanic  and  African 
American  students,  says  Leong. 

Malden  and  Quincy 

While  Tom  Lun-nap  Chung,  the  author  of 
the  report,  says  the  incidence  of  hate  violence 
in  the  area  has  in  general  stabilized,  he  also 
believes  that  many  instances  of  harassment  of 
Asians  are  not  being  reported.  Chung  has 
recently  been  doing  research  on  the  Asian 
community  in  Quincy  and  finds  harassment 
continues  there. 

“I  am  shocked  to  find  so  many  people  with 
personal  experiences  of  being  harassed,”  he 
says.  “None  of  it  is  even  reported.  They  don’t 
want  to  tell  their  family  members  because 
they  don’t  want  them  to  get  scared.”  He  has 
heard  complaints  of  elderly  Asians  being 
harassed  on  the  streets  there. 

Job  Chan,  a  member  of  the  Asian  Alliance  of 
Quincy,  says  the  issue  of  harassment  has 
come  up  recently  in  the  group’s ’meetings. 
“Some  people  in  the  community  say  that  some 
of  the  Asian  elderly  citizens  were  being 
attacked  by  white  citizens.”  He  suggests  that 
the  problem  of  harassment  continues  to  exist 
to  some  extent  in  Quincy  but  that  people 
won’t  report  it. 

While  Asians  continue  to  be  harassed  at 
times  in  Quincy,  the  situation  in  Malden 
appears  to  be  better.  “My  impression  is  there 
has  not  been  a  lot  of  talk  about  that  issue  in 
Malden,”  says  Richard  Cheng,  a  member  of 


the  Malden  Asian  American  Council  and  the 
host  of  a  cable  TV  program  for  Asians.  “I  have 
not  heard  of  a  lot  of  conflicts.” 

The  only  problem  he  has  heard  discussed 
involved  elderly  Asians  going  through  dump¬ 
sters  and  trash  looking  for  returnable  contain¬ 
ers.  “There  was  a  little  bit  of  tension,”  he  says. 

He  adds,  however,  that  he  has  found  sever¬ 
al  messages  containing  racial  slurs  on  his 
voice  mail,  though  he  is  quick  to  add  that  he 
didn’t  take  them  too  seriously. 

A  Reluctance  to  Report 

Chung  believes  part  of  Asians’  reluctance  to 
report  instances  of  harassment  is  rooted  in 
Asian  culture’s  emphasis  on  tolerance.  He 
notes  that  one  youth  who  had  been  assaulted 
was  reprimanded  by  his  parents  for  putting 
himself  in  such  a  confrontational  situation. 

Chung  believes  the  hate  crime  issue  is  in 
general  being  downplayed.  He  says  some 
“Asians  do  not  want  to  play  up  the  issue”  and 
believes  the  local  press  is  also  reluctant  to 
emphasize  it.  The  Quincy  Patriot  Ledger, 
which  wrote  numerous  stories  on  the  harass¬ 
ment  of  Asians  in  Wollaston  and  North  Quincy 
in  the  late  1980s  and  early  1990s,  tends  to 
shy  away  from  the  issue  now,  perhaps  out  of 
fear  of  provoking  its  white  readership,  some  of 
whom  may  have  complained  in  the  past  that 
the  newspaper  exaggerated  the  problem,  he 
says.  Now,  they’re  “trying  to  portray  a  more 
positive  image.” 

At  the  same  time  he  believes  problems  con¬ 
tinue  to  exist,  Chung  believes  “most 
Caucasians  treat  Asians  nicely;  otherwise, 
they  cannot  settle  down  there.”  He  has  heard 
some  stories  of  whites  trying  to  help  Asian 
people  in  their  neighborhood  and  still  believes 
that  “America  has  been  by  far  the  best  land 
for  new  immigrants.” 

He  adds  that  Asian  immigrants  must  also 
make  an  effort  “to  respect  the  local  culture” 


and  be  willing  to  face  up  to  their  own  preju¬ 
dices.  He  says  Asians  should  not  be  using 
their  own  set  of  racial  slurs  to  refer  to  whites 
and  blacks. 

Chung  believes  people  who  commit  hate 
crimes  are  often  motivated  by  a  feeling  of  inse¬ 
curity  when  faced  with  the  appearance  of  a 
new  group  in  their  neighborhoods  as  well  as  a 
need  to  torment  people  perceived  to  be  in  a 
lower  position.  Economic  downturns  also 
exacerbate  the  problem.  “I  place  smaller 
emphasis  on  personality  and  psychological 
problems,”  says  Chung. 

Although  people  living  in  upper-income  com¬ 
munities  appear  to  be  less  concerned  about 
finding  people  of  lower  status  to  harass, 
some  Asian  students  in  upper  income  commu¬ 
nities  such  as  Lexington  have  also  been 
harassed  at  school,  he  says. 

Like  others,  Chung  believes  education  is  the 
key  to  reducing  racial  tension.  Community- 
based  programs  and  parents  are  needed  to 
teach  children  not  to  discriminate  against 
minorities.  Parents,  he  says,  should  not  be 
presenting  negative  images  of  minorities  to 
children  at  home,  since  such  images  can  plant 
the  seed  of  futurehate  crimes. 

Americans,  he  continues,  must  learn  to  deal 
with  a  racially  and  ethnically  diverse  society 
because  by  the  year  2056  no  single  racial  or 
ethnic  group  will  be  in  the  majority. 

-Robert  O'Malley 

(To  obtain  a  copy  of  the  report  “ Hate  Crimes 
and  the  Glass  Ceiling ”  call  951-6490  or  727- 
7888.  To  seek  help  if  you  are  being  harassed 
or  have  been  assaulted  in  your  neighborhood, 
call  Safety  Net  at  542-4800) 

On  the  Cover:  Scenes  from  daily  life  in  Boston, 
Quincy,  and  Malden.  Photos  by  Robert  O’Malley. 
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Keystone  Apartments 

151  Hallet  Street 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 


Applications  are  available  to  qualified  elderly  or  handicapped 
applicants  for  one  and  two  bedroom  units  located  in  Dorchester. 

All  units  are  assisted  by  the  HUD  Section  8  Program  and  are 
available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis.  Wait  list  status  may  apply. 
Please  request  applications  in  writing  at  the  above  address. 

Owned  and  professionally  managed,  by  Corcoran,  Mullins, 
Jennison,  Inc. 
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EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


RIDDLEBROOK  APARTMENTS 
13  West  Street 

EAST  DOUGLAS,  MA  01516 

Located  in  East  Douglas,  Riddlebrook  Apartments  offer  one  and  two 
bedroom  apartments  for  elderly  or  handicapped  persons. 

All  units  are  assisted  by  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  and  HUD 
Section  8  Program  and  are  available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis  to 
low  income  applicants. 

To  receive  an  application,  write  to  the  above  address. 

Owned  and  professionally  managed  by  Corcoran,  Mullins, 
Jennison,  Inc. 
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The  Villages  At  Fawcetts  Pond 

Apartments 
148  West  Main  Street 
Hyannis,  MA  02601 

Located  in  Hyannis,  MA,  the  Villages  at  Fawcett’s  Pond  offers  one 
bedroom  apartments  for  the  elderly  and  handicapped. 

All  units  are  assisted  by  the  HUD  Section  8  program  and  are  made 
available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis.  Wait  list  status  may  apply. 

To  receive  an  application,  write  to  the  above  rddress. 

Owned  and  professionally  managed  by  Corroran,  Mullins  Jennison, 
Inc. 
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Queen  Anne’s  Gate  Apartments 


148  Lovell’s  Lane 
Weymouth,  MA  02189 


*  Expert  24-hour  maintenance  and  management 

*  Private  patio  or  balcony 

*  Frost-free  refrigerator,  self-clean  oven 

*  Pools,  tennis,  clubhouse,  play  areas. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

Apartments  are  made  available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis,  some 
units  are  subsidized  through  various  state  and  federal  programs,  wait 
list  status  may  apply.  To  obtain  an  application  call  335-1293  or  visit 
our  model  apartment. 


Financed  by  the  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance  Agency.  Queen  Anne’s  Gate  is 
— ■  -■  owned  and  managed  by  CORCORAN,  MULLINS,  JENNISON,  INC. 
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Quaker  Meadows  Apartments 


f 5  Memorial  Park  Drive 
Lynn,  MA  01902 


Quaker  Meadows  Apartments  is  now  accepting  applications  for  one, 
two  and  three  bedroom  units.  Wait  list  status  may  apply. 


Director  of  Financial  Aid 
(Non-Unit  Professional) 

Resp:  Responsible  for  all  aspects  of  the  student 
financial  aid  programs  offered  by  the  college, 
including  assuring  compliance  with  all  Title  IV  and 
State  regulations.  The  Financial  Aid  Director  serves 
as  a  student  advocate,  assuring  the  fair  and  equitable 
awarding  of  federal  and  state  funds  based  on  student 
need.  The  Director  is  responsible  for  providing  loan 
counseling  to  students,  implementing  the  Satisfactory 
Academic  Progress  policy,  implementing  the  new 
Datatel  and  federal  EDE  systems,  assuring  timely 
compliance  for  all  state  and  federal  audits  and  reports, 
working  closely  with  the  Bursar  regarding  loans.  Pell 
payments  and  pro  rate  refunds,  and  informing  the 
College  community  of  financial  aid  regulations  and 
changes  as  appropriate. 

Qualf:  Master’s  degree  preferred;  Bachelors  degree 
required.  Three  to  five  years=  experience  in  financial 
aid  administration.  Must  have  knowledge  of 
computerized  management  systems.  Must  be 
energetic,  and  have  excellent  oral  and  wntten 
communication  skills. 

Salary:  S45, 000- $50,000. 

Starting  Date:  August  6, 1997 
To  apply  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to: 
Bunker  Hill  Community  college 
Attention:  Human  Resources 
250  new  Rutherford  Ave. 

Boston,  M A  02129-2991 

Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an  Affirmative 
Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  Women, 
people  of  color,  persons  with  disabilities  and  others 
are  strongly  encouraged  to  apply. 


To  receive  an  application,  please  write  to  the  above  address  or  call 
(617)  599-7295. 

Owned  and  professionally  managed  by  Corcoran,  Mullins, 
Jennison,  Inc. 


Equal  Opportunity  Housing 


EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


TRI-CITY  MENTAL  HEALTH  AND 
RETARDATION  CENTER 


Assistant  Director,  Homeless  Services 

20  hr/wk.  Management  position  for  statewide  program  of  outreach  and  mental  health 
services  to  homeless  mentally  ill  and  dually  diagnosed.  Responsibilities  include  clinical 
supervision,  staff  recruitment,  orientation  and  evaluation,  assistance  in  grant  development, 
coordination  with  shelters  and  other  service  providers.  Master’s  degree  in  clinical  discipline 
and  5  years’  clinical  and  1  year  management  experience  required.  Must  have  car. 

Shelter  Specialist 

Provide  on-site  services  to  homeless  mentally  ill,  including  clinical  assessment,  brief 
treatment,  crisis  intervention,  referral  and  advocacy.  Acts  as  liaison  between  shelters  and 
mental  health  system.  One  full-time  position  available  in  Lawrence/Haverhill.  Master’s 
degree  in  Social  Work,  Psychology,  or  Counseling  Psychology  and  experience  with  chron¬ 
ically  mentally  ill  required.  Substance  abuse  experience,  bilingual  a  plus.  Salary  $32,000. 

Housing  Advocate 

Assist  homeless  mentally  ill  individuals  access  housing  resources  in  greater  Boston.  Network 
with  housing  providers  (including  DMH  &  BHA).  Educate  homeless  individuals  and  home¬ 
less  outreach  staff  about  housing  resources  and  application  procedures.  Help  coordinate 
outcome  studies  of  housing  placements.  Full-time  position  in  Boston.  Salary  $27,986. 

We  offer  competitive  salaries  and  excellent  benefits.  Send  resume  by  July  25,  to:  Tri-City 
Mental  Healtlj  &  Retardation  Center,  Inc.,  Human  Resources  Dept.,  JO  Cabot  Rd., 
Medford,  MA  02155.  AAJEOE. 


Harvard  Divinity  School 

Women’s  Studies  in 
Religion  Program 

STAFF  ASSISTANT 

Provides  administrative  and  clerical  support  for 
Women's  Studies  in  Religion  program  at 
Harvard  Divinity  School,  coordinates  support 
services  for  WSRP  visiting  scholars.  Serves  as 
liaison  with  and  information  resource  for  HDS 
faculty,  students,  staff.  University  offices,  the 
public.  Supports  all  aspects  of  complex, 
international  search  process,  including 
screening  of  applications.  Monitors  office  and 
grant  budgets;  arranges  meeting  schedules, 
updates  and  organizes  major  mailing  lists, 
supervises  casual  student  workers.  Performs 
secretarial  duties  (answering  telephones,  word 
processing,  copying,  etc  ).  Maintains  Director's 
calendar,  scheduling  meetings  and  making 
[ravel  arrangements  as  appropriate  Maintains 
files  and  records;  coordinates  workflow, 
manages  office  supplies  and  materials.  Related 
duties  as  required  Business/secretarial 
training,  some  college  background  preferred 
Three  or  more  years’  office  experience 
Experience  in  women's  studies  and  theology 
highly  desirable  Excellent  administrative  and 
clerical  skills,  initiative,  thoroughness,  tact  and 
ability  to  work  well  with  a  variety  of  people 
required.  Word  processing  experience 
required,  50  wpm.  Send  cover  letter  with 
resume  to  Nancy  Grimes,  Manager  of 
Human  Resources,  HDS,  Rrq.  No.  83004, 
45  Francis  Avenue,  Cambridge,  MA 
02138.  EOE/AA 
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A  Vietnamese-French  Writer 
Explores  Family  Secrets 


/ 


By  Judith  Przybek 

Slander,  by  the  Vietnamese-French  writer 
Linda  Le,  is  a  surrealistic  treatment  of  a 
woman’s  attempt  to  come  to  terms  with  fami¬ 
ly,  identity,  and  history  that  combines  the 
dreamlike  atmosphere  of  Marguerite  Duras 
with  the  bleak  isolation  of  Samuel  Beckett. 

The  story  opens  when  a  Vietnamese  woman 
who  came  to  France  as  a  refugee  contacts  an 
uncle  to  learn  more  about  her  family.  The 
uncle,  sent  to  an  insane  asylum  by  the  family 
because  of  his  incestuous  love  for  his  sister, 
relives  his  sense  of  betrayal  as  he  recounts  the 
family  saga.  Alternating  between  the  niece’s 
narration  and  the  uncle’s  journal,  the  novel 
weaves  the  story  of  the  family  with  the  effects 
of  French  colonialism,  adjustment  to  being  an 
alien  in  another  country,  issues  of  legitimacy, 
fear  of  insanity,  and  thoughts  on  the  meaning 
of  culture  and  literature. 

Insanity  is  a  fear  that  hovers  over  the  family, 
starting  with  a  relative  who  went  insane  years 
ago  and  was  locked  up  and  chained  in  a  room 
in  the  family  house.  Although  the  family  pre¬ 
tended  to  the  rest  of  the  world  he  was  dead 
while  he  was  alive,  this  madman  continued  to 
live  in  their  imaginations  long  after  his  death. 
Family  members  watch  each  other  for  signs  of 
madness,  believing  it  affects  one  member  of 
each  generation.  The  uncle  is  a  scapegoat, 
the  one  labeled  insane  so  the  rest  could 
believe  themselves  untainted.  However,  all  of 
them  contain  the  trait  they  condemn  in  him. 

He  was  exiled  by  the  family  for  his  incestuous 
desire  for  his  sister,  who,  separated  from  her 
brother  and  lover,  committed  suicide.  The 
rest  of  the  family  commits  emotional  incest, 
feeding  off  each  other’s  sorrow  and  distress, 
while  the  niece,  as  a  writer,  feeds  off  the  dys¬ 
function  of  the  family,  using  it  as  a  theme  for 
her  writing. 

For  both  uncle  and  niece,  literature  is  both  a 
form  of  madness  and  a  cure  for  madness. 


While  in  the  insane  asy¬ 
lum,  the  uncle  used  read¬ 
ing  as  a  form  of  therapy, 
repeating  to  himself, 

“Culture  saves... culture  at 
all  costs.”  He  says  of  his 
niece,  a  writer,  “I  have  ded¬ 
icated  1 0  years  of  my  life 
to  madness,  she  will  dedi¬ 
cate  as  many  to  writing.” 

The  niece  contacts  the 
uncle  to  find  the  truth 
about  her  mother’s  allega¬ 
tions  that  the  father  is  not 
her  real  father  and  that 
her  real  father  was  a  for¬ 
eign  military  officer.  The 
question  of  illegitimacy  is 
important  to  both  the  niece 
and  the  uncle;  as  people 
who  rejected  other  family 
ties,  what  legitimacy  do 
they  have  in  the  world? 

The  niece  is  termed  “a  - slander "  by  Linda  Le 

dirty  foreigner,  who  writes  in  university  of  Nebraska 
French”  by  her  uncle,  while  Paperback 
he  himself  reads  French 
books  obsessively.  As  foreign  bom,  can  they 
ever  be  legitimately  French?  Feel  legitimate  in 
their  use  of  the  language?  The  niece  fears 
contact  with  other  Vietnamese  people,  worried 
that  they  would  condemn  her  writing  in 
French  as  a  betrayal  of  her  native  country. 

She  feels  neither  legitimately  French  nor  legiti¬ 
mately  Vietnamese.  As  people  who  belong 
nowhere,  uncle  and  niece  have  total  freedom. 

French  colonialism  in  Vietnam  and  the  war 
are  mentioned  briefly,  but  their  effects  are  far- 
reaching.  The  family  is  described  as  a  bunch 
of  pretentious  snobs  collaborating  with  the 
conquerors,  opportunism  interpreted  by  the 
uncle  and  niece  as  further  evidence  of  the 
family’s  madness.  The  niece’s  mother  chases 


Linda  Le 


Translated  by  Ember  Alien 


Press 


after  foreign  lovers,  lusting 
as  much  for  their  money 
and  power  as  for  sensual 
pleasures;  the  uncle  reveals 
his  misogyny  as  he  recounts 
the  mother’s  sexual  adven¬ 
tures  with  a  mixture  of 
admiration  and  disgust.  A 
sharp  image  the  niece 
retains  from  her  childhood 
is  a  toy  car  riddled  with  bul¬ 
lets  after  her  mother’s  for¬ 
eign  lover  and  protector 
leaves  the  country. 

The  interior  landscapes 
of  niece  and  uncle  are  stark 
and  devoid  of  individuality. 
Instead  of  referring  to  “my” 
family  and  “my”  mother, 
they  say  “the”  family  and 
“the”  mother;  the  choice  of 
the  definite  article  makes 
the  family  archetypal  and 
mythic.  They  never  say 
Vietnam,  only  ‘The  Country,” 
remembered  as  the  place  of 
childhood  fable.  No  one  in 
the  family  is  referred  to  by 
name,  not  even  the  niece  or 
uncle,  although  people  out¬ 
side  the  family  have  names. 
The  lack  of  names  elevates 
_ the  family  to  the  omnipres¬ 
ence  of  unnamable  deities 
while  also  erasing  their  identities.  They  have 
no  individuality  outside  their  roles.  The  niece 
refers  to  her  mother  as  Madamother,  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  Madame  and  mother  that  indicates  a 
formality  and  distance  in  the  mother- daughter 
relationship  and  suggests  the  mother  is  mad 
and  elevates  her  to  a  mythic  mother- goddess. 
From  these  giants  in  the  imagination,  they 
seek  escape. 

In  contrast  to  the  limited  characterizations 
granted  by  uncle  and  niece  to  other  people, 
the  language  is  lush  and  densely  layered,  and 
the  imagery  is  gorgeous  with  metaphor.  The 
novel  plunges  the  reader  into  a  world  both 
mystical  and  harsh. 
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SOIREE!  Food!  Fun!  Free! 
Trip  to  Provincetown 
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******************************************** 

?  EVEMTS:  ? 

* 

*  July  20,  1997,  7:30-9:30pm 

*  August  16,  1997,  10am  - 11  pm: 

£  (Free  transportation  &  food)  ? 

*  August  23,  1997,  7-9pm:  Social  (Free  dinner!  Rap  session!)  * 

^September  13,  1997,  7-9pm:  Social  (Free  dinner!  Rap  session)^ 
^October  4,  1997,  7-9pm:  Social  (Free  dinner!  Rap  session!)  * 
^October  11,1 997,  time  TBA:  Dancing  at  local  club  ? 

*  * 
******************************************* 
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RSVP  to  MAAPP  nt 

499-94-S4- 

Funded  in  part  bg:  Asian/Pacific  Islander  Wellness  Center  (San  Francisco) 


Manager 

Assistant  Manager 
Tellers 


Liberty  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 


Liberty  Bank  &  Trust  Co.  has  positions  open  for  our  new 
branch  in  Chinatown.  Candidate  must  speak  English  and 
either  Chinese  or  Vietnamese.  Working  experience  in  bank  is 
required. 

We  offer  good  salary,  excellent  fringe  benefits  and  medical 
insurance.  Please  send  resume  to,  or  call : 

Liberty  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

21  Milk  Street,  Boston,  MA  02109 
Tel:  (617)  338-4700  Fax:  (617)338-1674 


Massachusetts  Nurses  Association 


Department  Assistants 

Labor  Relations  Program 


A  full  range  of  secretarial  duties  including  assisting  in  organizing  nurses  to  form 
unions.  The  program  provides  union  representation  to  over  16,000  nurses  and 
health  care  union  members.  Previous  experience  in  a  membership  organization, 
specifically  in  a  labor  organization,  desirable,  knowledge  of/desire  to  learn  about 
union  organizing. 

Legislation  and  Government  Affairs 

A  full  range  of  secretarial  duties  including  assisting  the  Director  and  Associate 
Director. The  program  provides  support  for  the  public  policy  agenda  of  the  MNA 
Previous  experience  in  Legislative  process. 

•  Excellent  typing,  Microsoft  Office  and  desktop  publishing ,  database 
management  experience, 

•  Outstanding  oral  and  written  communications/interpersonal/organizational 
skills;  superior  attention  to  detail 

•  Ability  to  work  with  minimal  direction  for  fastpaced  environment 


Member  Service  Receptionist 


Must  possess  excellent  intcrpcrsonal/communication  skills  Manage  a  busy 
telephone  console.  Assist  with  a  variety  of  clerical  duties.  Min  I  vr  experience  as  a 
customer  service  rep  or  receptionist,  prefer  PC  experience. 


Salary  range  for  all  positions  in  the  twenties.  Outstanding  benefits 

To  apply  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to  Shirley  Thompson,  MNA,  340  Turnpike 
Street,  Canton,  MA  02021  or  call  (617)  821-4625  Ext.  7 II.  Application  Deadline: 
July  25tb,  1997. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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SAMPAN 


JULY  18, 1997 


Assistant  Town  Administrator 
($48,538  -  $51,516) 

The  Town  seeks  an  experienced  person  to  assist  the  Town 
Administrator  and  Deputy  Town  Administrator  in  key 
staff  functions  including  budget  preparation  and  tracking; 
preparation  of  Town  Meeting  warrant  article  reports  and 
the  annual  town  report;  staff  support  to  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  ad  hoc  committees;  resolving  citizen 
complaints  and  requests  for  assistance  ;  and  performing 
special  studies  and  projects.  Candidates  should  have  at 
least  five  (5)  years  related  experience;  excellent  research, 
communications  public  relations,  and  computer  skills.  An 
appropriate  Master’s  degree  is  preferred.  Send  resume 
and  cover  letter  by  August  8, 1997  to:  Personnel  Director, 
Town  of  Brookline,  333  Washington  Street,  Brookline,  MA 
02146. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


■MMMNR 


MTA  is  seeking  an  Editor  to  be  responsible  for  developing  and  publishing 
its  membership  neu/spaper,  other  publications ,  printed  materials ,  and 
related  projects.  MTA  offers  excellent  fringe  benefits  and  compensation 
package.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience.  Mail  or  fax  your  resume 
with  a  one-page  writing  sample  and  salary  requirements  to  Personnel 
Manager,  20  Ashburton  Place,  Boston,  MA  02108  (fax  617-742- 
7360)  by  July  30,  1997. 

Editor 

The  Editor  coordinates  and  supervises  reporting  and  photographic 
coverage  of  MTA  events  and  related  activities.  The  successful 
candidate  will  possess  competent  writing  and  photography  skills,  he 
well-versed  in  desktop  publishing  and  knowledgeable  about  all  phases 
of  newspaper  production. 

Other  requirements  include  a  Bachelors  degree  (Master's  preferred), 
3-5  years  as  an  editor  or  comparable  position;  experience  in  writing 
newsletters  and  promotional  literature;  proven  ability  to  use  35  mm 
reflex  camera.  Candidates  should  have  supervisory  experience  as  well 
as  experience  training  adults  and  a  demonstrated  track  record  of 
meeting  short  deadlines.  Access  to  personal  transportation,  home 
telephone,  willingness  to  travel  (generally,  statewide)  and  work 
nights  and  weekends  are  a  must. 


Jim 

Massachusetts  Teachers 


Association 


An  equal  opportunity  employer 

Women  and  minorities  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
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CHAU  CHOW  CITY 
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Administrative  Assistant 

OFFICE  OF  ADMISSIONS 


The  Office  of  Admissions  at  Wellesley  College  is  currently 
seeking  an  Administrative  Assistant.  Multi-task  position 
with  emphasis  on  a  variety  of  priorities  changing  with  the 
admission  cycle,  including  mail  processing,  data  entry, 
secretarial,  administrative  and  pnone  coverage.  This  is  a 
nine-month-per-year  position,  September  through  May, 

8:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Saturday  occasionally  required. 

Requirements:  High  school  diploma,  some  college  preferred. 
One  to  three  years  experience  as  an  administrative  assistant 
or  secretary  with  receptionist,  data  entry  and  computer 
skills.  Excellent  organizational  and  problem-solving  skills. 
Knowledge  of  Word  and  computer  systems  preferred. 
Outstanding  interpersonal  ana  communication  skills. 

If  interested,  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Carolyn  M.  Slabode n, 
Employment  Specialist,  SP17,  Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  MA  02181. 
For  fullest  consideration  applications  should  be  submitted  by  7/25/97. 

Wellesley  College  especially  welcomes  applications 
from  ethnic  minorities. 

Wellesley  College 


cM 


J.  S.  Waterman  +  Sons  NHA  QUAN 

J.S.  Waterman  +  Sons  -  Eastman  -  Waring  Funeral  Service 
Affiliated  Family  Funeral  Homes  Since  1832 

S  E  iffi  ft  Kenneth  F.  Bennett  Senior  Counselor  and  Funeral  Director 

ft  m  :  m  #  m  m  s  1002  %  m  s  ■■  338-7328 

Co  nhan  vien  noi  tieng  Vi&t  va  tieng  Hoa 

^  I  I  1  |  II  :  1-800-344-7526 

(  tt  E9  /M5  H  IS  ■  •  &  *f}I«3iiSfflpaa) 
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Quincy 

(617)  472-1*137 
576  Hancock  St 
86  Copeland  St 

Deware  Funeral 
Home 


m  m  *  |L £ 

Boston 

(617)  536-41 10 
495  Commonwealth  Ave 

J.  S.  Waterman  & 
Sons  -  Waring 


§  &  m  m 

it  t!l  M  f*  n 

Other  Locations  1-800-344-7526 
(Reach  All  Locations) 
Wellesley  -  Sudbury  - 
Fall  River  -  Lynn 

Fairhaven  -  Dartmouth  -  New  Bedford 
Framingham  -  Peabody  - 
Norwood  -  Marblehead 


My  parents  went 
to  Kuwait  Antarctica, 
the  Grand  Canyon, 
Africa  and  the  Mayan 
Ruins  and  all  i  got 
was  this  lousy  t-shirt. 
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•  8:30  a.m. -3:00 p.m. 


Dim  Sum  +  Cocktail  +  Jazz 


Grand  Opening  •  Modern  Style 
1,200  seats  serving  great  food  &  music 

CHAU  CHOW  CITY 
81-83  Essex  St.,  Boston 

Tel:  617-338-8158  g 

SUBSIel  !  8:30  a.m.  -  3:00  a.m.  3 

TJTMiJiiiiJriy^^ 


It's  the  most  exciting 
film  festival  to  hit  the  really  big 
screen.  We're  celebrating  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  Mugar 
Omni  Theater  with  five 
incredible  films  showing  daily 
throughout  the  summer. 
Same  day  discounts  are  available. 
For  tickets  call  (617)723-2500. 


Museum  off 

ft# 


Orient  Lines* 


Development 
Coordinator  (FT  or  PT): 

Progressive  international  aid  agency 
seeks  experienced  writer(s)/ 
editors)  for  institutional 
fundraising  and  proposal  writing. 
Two  years  fundraising  experience 
required.  Salary  high  20s  to  low 
30s.  Send  resume  and  cover  letter 
by  8/1/97  to:  Search  Committee, 
Grassroots  International,  179 
Boylston  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02130.  No  calls.  AA/EEO. 


Activities  Coordinator 

Property  Management  Company  is 
seeking  a  Full-Time  Activities  Coordi¬ 
nator  for  our  Brockton  apartment  com¬ 
plexes.  This  energetic  person  must  have 
good  interpersonal  skills,  be  creative 
and  a  self  starter.  1-2  years  minimum 
experience  with  planning  and  organiz¬ 
ing  activities  is  necessary.  Must  have  a 
vehicle.  Flexibility  with  hours  is  neces¬ 
sary.  Please  submit  your  resume  to: 

Chatham  West  Associates 
202  Chatham  West  Drive, 

Brockton,  MA  02401 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Translators  Needed 
Written  and  verbal  on  a 
p/t,  occasional  basis  for 
Vietnamese  and/or 
Cantonese  speaking 

clients.  Flex.  hrs.  $9/hr. 
Call  Pat  Shine,  Big 
Sister  Association,  236- 
8060. 


FOR  SALE 

Dry  Cleaning  &  Shirt 
Laundering  Plant,  one 
drop  store.  Brand  new 
machines,  35  miles  south 
of  Boston.  Gross  $400K 
selling  price  $300K.  Call 
(508)  880-4944. 


Programmer  IV 

Resp:  Will  be  responsible  for  the  de¬ 
signing  and  input/output  for  computer 
programs.  Prepares,  tests  evaluates  and 
debugs  programs.  Designs  programs  to 
accommodate  user  needs.  Will  schedule 
software  system  changes  and  review 
documentation  and  data  needs;  work 
with  users  regarding  data  definition  and 
perform  related  work  as  required. 

Qualf:  Applicants  must  have  at  least 
four  years  of  full-time,  or  equivalent 
part-time  professional  experience  as  a 
Programmer.  An  Associate  Degree  in  a 
Computer  related  field  preferred. 

Salary:  $32,304.48-  $42,182.40/Yr 
Starting  Date:  Applications  accepted 
until  position  is  filled. 

To  apply  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  to: 

Human  Resources 
Bunker  11111  Community  College 
250  New  Rutherford  Ave 
Boston,  MA  02129-2991 
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We’ve  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments— and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
managed  apartments — well  managed,  s'ylish,  modem  and 
constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick.  .. 


ACADEMY  BUILDING 

APARTMENTS 

(508)674-1111 

102  South  M?in  Street. 

Fall  River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 
(508)470-26!! 

30  Railroad  Street.  Andcver 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 
(508)  927-2055 
Tozer  Rd. ,  Beverly 

BROCKTON  COMMONS 

(508)  584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Pla2a.  Brockton 

FAXON  COMMONS 

(617)  472-6766 

1001  Southern  Artery.  Quincy 

HANOVER  LEGION 
ELDERLY  APARTMENTS 
(617)  871-3044 

Legion  Drive.  Hanover 

ADAMS  VILLAGE 
(617)  328-6727 
725-735  Adams  Street 
Dorchester 


KENT  VILLAGE 

(617) 545-2233 

65  North  River  Road,  Scituale 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL 
APARTMENTS 
(6I7» 749-8677 
86  Central  Street,  Hingham 

MrNAMARA  HOUSE 

(617, 783-5490 

210  Everett  Street.  Allston 

PELHAM  APARTMENTS 
(508(872-6393 

75  Second  Street.  Framingham 

QUINCY  COMMONS 
<6I7>  328-6727 
I  Canton  Road.  Quincy 

RIVERVIEW  COMMONS 
(508)  685-0552 
Bulfinch  Drive,  Andover 


SAUGUS  COMMONS 
(617)  233-8477 
63  Newhall  Avenue.  Saugus 

SHREWSBURY 
COMMONS 
(508)845  1161 

Route  9,  Shrewsbury 

STONE  RIJN  EAST 
(617)  331-2525 
8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL  PARK 

(508)852-0060 

lo»  W.  Mountain  Street, 

Worcester 

TRIBUNE  APARTMENTS 

(5C8)  875-8661 

46  Irving  Sttjeei.  Framingham 

WEYMOUTH  COMMONS/ 
EAST  (617)335-4773 
74  Donald  Street  #21 . 
Weymouth 

Equal 
Housing 
Opportunity 

&  t£l 


S  CORCORAN 
MANAGEMENT 
]  COMFMNY 


Trans-Pacific  Travel 

()‘)  Harrison 'Aw.  .  Boston.  M.A  021 1 1 

TEL:  (617)451-3478 
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Leave  Boston 

tfcffil*®  0g 

Leave  Foxwoods 

Cost 

¥ 

AM 

to± 

10  :  30  am 

T  ft 

7  :  00  pm 

S  10 

ft 

Noon 

T  ft 

1  :  30  pm 

®6± 

9  :  30  pm 

S  10 

life 

I  PM 

®.±. 

9  :  30  pm 

5  :  30  next  am 

th  d/18/97  m  to,  tttiia  T  k  e  -i- 

Additional  NOON  BUS  starting  6/1  S/97 


$  5 


Discount  Coupon 

Valid  from  Monday  thru  Friday  on  NOON  BUS 
only  until  July  18.  1997 

jtt#H®^TBie±tbzs  -  sas 

iff  5  97  7  B  18  B  It 


«  j;  *  t-t «  *s»* a  « (g  t.  mm  2iat #.  &*im.  *&m«  wm  »**«*.  trs.awattsstism^tiw  • 


a$»EE-J:  ft-  m  tt  : 

Tel.  :(  617  )  451  -3478 

igi^ftsaw  i&  ft  a 

99  Harrison  Ave.,  2/F,  Boston,  MA  02111 
Trans-Pacific  Travel 


vip  »  g  sc  gf  m  m  m  m  ft,  tft  t» 

Tel.  :  1  -  800  -  369  -  7777 


Ernest  WU  60  tt 
Kar  L.  NG 
Connie  MUMFORD 


Ming  YEEttgBJ! 
Nelson  HAU  !a  tt 
Helen 


if  It 


Trans-Pacific  Travel 

99  Harrison  A\c. ,  Boston,  M.A  02111 
TEL:  (617)451-3478 
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Chinese-English  Comic  Strip 

This  course  is  designed  to  show  the  student  how 
to  draw  a  comic  strip.  You  will  practice 
lettering,  drawing  characters,  and  learn  to  use 
space.  Class  limited  to  4  students  ages  9-13. 

*1  1/2  hour  sessions  on  M-F.  7  1/2  hours  $50 
Class  #37  9  am-10:30am 
Class  #38  10:40am-12:10pm 
•Starts  Monday  8/4,  8/11,  8/18,  8/25 
All  classes  meet  at  the  Chinese  Institute 
30  Knee  land  St.,  3rd  floor,  Boston. 

Tel:  617-350-7566 
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